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Abstract

Currently, the number of Japanese language learners in Vietnam ranks sixth in the world. The
Vietnamese government positions Japanese language proficiency as a key competitive advantage for
Vietnamese human resources in the era of globalization and the technological revolution. However,
Japanese language education in Vietnam remains heavily focused on exam preparation, leaving the
improvement of students' practical language proficiency as a significant challenge. The purpose of this
study is to clarify how Vietnamese students perceive integrated communicative competence as a 21st-
century skill. This is achieved by examining, from the students' perspective, an instructional trial in a
specialized Japanese language class that incorporated presentation activities based on SWOT analysis,

a framework extensively utilized in business and personal career design. This study is a case study
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conducted for upper-intermediate and advanced Vietnamese students, investigated through a
questionnaire-based survey. The results of the study identified specific challenges that students must

address to further enhance their integrated communicative competence in the future.

Keywords
Japanese Language FEducation, Specialized Japanese Language Class, Communication Skills,

Vietnamese students, Intermediate-advanced level
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